CHAPTER X

MORE ABOUT FINANCE

THROUGHOUT my stay in the U.S.S.R.
as an official technical advisor, my financial
affairs were never once in order. I assume
that the reader is familiar with the strange workings
of the Russian currency system, so that it is necessary
only for me to stress the fact that Russian roubles
are quite valueless outside that country. In these
circumstances, therefore, I was only prepared to
accept a Russian contract on the conditions that
part of my salary was paid monthly into a British
bank.

But if Russia wants the foreign specialist for his
brains she is not disposed to carry out her obliga-
tions to him once he is secure within those boundaries
wherein the Soviet is supreme*

On my return to the capital I learned the details
of LukatskofPs untimely transfer to the Timber
Trusts, and was informed that my contract would
now be transferred to the N.K.R.K.L After I had
sanctioned this transfer I was faced with the astound-
ing news that I owed the Soviet Government 6,000
roubles, though how this astounding figure was
arrived at I have not the slightest idea. However,